


At one point, one of the protestors was involved in a brief altercation with a person wearing a badge that
identified him as a hospital vendor.

Assemblyman Lloyd Levine said later in the day that he was “outraged” by the events, and criticized hospital
management for being unnecessarily aggressive toward employees who were trying to address staffing
concerns.

Hospital statement

After the event, the hospital released a statement saying that hospital management has “an obligation to provide
for the safety of those attending and working at the event and took appropriate steps to do so.”

SEIU United Healthcare Workers-West and SEIU 121RN are in negotiations with West Hills. Dana Simon, a
negotiator working for both unions, said employees support the expansion project but are concerned that
patients will not get the care they need without increased staffing.

Marilyn Lang, vice president of ethics and compliance and risk manager for the hospital said that staffing at the
hospital is in line with state requirements and adjusted according to the number and needs of the hospital's
patients.



